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consciousness is to carry on and intensify class
struggles so as to link them ultimately with the
social revolution. Whatever the Scientific Socia-
lists might say, these intensified class struggles
are bound to result in violent clashes between
the propertied and the proletarian classes. And
so violence is   very   intimately   connected
with the methods which revolutionary Socialism
adopts.

If revolutionary socialism involves violent over-
throw of the present order of society, the
question naturally arises whether this is at all
necessary. And where is the guarantee that such
a revolution will cure the society of all its ills ?
The stock argument of these Socialists has been
that the social ailment is of such a nature that
only a   surgical operation can relieve the
social pains, the boils on the body politic
have to be cut out if the society is not
to suffer; and a revolution proposes to do
this only and nothing more. The argument is
hardly tenable for in the first place any body
and everybody is not competent enough to
.perform surgical operations, that the instruments
with which such operations are performed have